
 

Red and Black Stranded Sweater 

 

NOTE: This is not intended to be a beginner project. If you have not done stranded knitting and steeking before, you will 

need to do some research to learn to do these things.  

The general design for this sweater comes from Keito Dama no. 62. The designer is Kazekobo. The sweater was designed 

for aran weight yarn. This pattern re-charts the pattern for fingering weight yarn and a larger size. The stitch count 

difference has necessitated fairly radical changes to the charted pattern so it ends up looking quite a bit different from 

the original. 

Yarn: Knit Picks Palette or equivalent fingering weight wool.  
 Serrano: 5-50g skeins ( I had only a few yards left, so you may want to have an extra one) 
 Black: 7-50g skeins 
 Clover:  1 50g skein 
 Cream: about 25 yards 
Needles: US size 1 (2.25 mm) and US size 0 (2.0 mm) or size required to get gauge. The sweater is knitted in the 
round, so you will need circular needles and/or double-pointed needles enabling you to knit a variety of 
diameters from 9” up to 47”. If you use a technique such as magic loop, traveling loop or two circular needles, 
this may mean you need only one or two needles.  
Gauge: 32 sts x 32 rows per 4” (10 cm) on US size 1 (2.25 mm) or size required to get gauge 
Stitch markers: You will need 4 markers, one of which should be different from the others. The different marker 
will identify the beginning of the rounds. 
Finished Chest Size: about 52”  
 
The sweater is knitted almost entirely in the round with the sleeves and body knitted together as one. You will 
need to graft a 13-stitch section under each arm and sew the tops of the sleeve caps to the tops of the 
armholes.  
Notes on the Charts: 
The charts are duplicated, first in black and white, then the same charts in color. If you are printing, you can 
choose to print either set. Except for the shoulder bind offs and the last few rows of the sleeve cap, the charts 
are symmetrical. If you are comfortable with shaping differences between right and left sides, you may safely 
print only the right-side charts to save toner or ink. The charts are arranged so you can select contiguous pages 
to print.  
 



The charts include shaded rows and/or columns which are repeated from a neighboring chart. These are shown 
for reference only and should not be knitted twice.  
Abbreviations: 
K  knit 
P  purl 
M1  make 1 (knit a stitch into the horizontal bar between the last stitch made and the next one to be made, 
 twisting the bar to avoid a hole). 
Pm place a stitch marker (slip this marker whenever you come to it) 

Instructions: 
Body: 
Using the smaller needles, cast on 394 stitches in red. Place your unique stitch marker to identify the beginning 
of the round. Join for circular knitting, making sure you have not twisted the stitches on the needles.  
Knit 25 rounds of 1x1 ribbing.  
Change to black and the larger sized needles and begin knitting from the body chart. You will knit the body chart 
twice, once for the front and once for the back). 
Round 1: In stockinette, increase 24 stitches as follows: 
[(k 16, M1) 3 times, (k 17, M1) 2 times] twice; (k 16, M1) 2 times, (k 17, M1) 2 times, [(k 16, M1) 3 times, (k 17, 
M1) 2 times] twice. (418 stitches) 
Rounds 2 & 3: Knit even (no increases or decreases). 
Round 4: Slip marker, M1, knit 209 stitches (across the front), pm, M1, complete the round. You have marked 
the two side seam locations. From now on, purl the stitch immediately following the markers. This will act as a 
“fake seam” and will reduce the appearance of the jog as you finish one round and begin the next. (420 stitches) 
Rounds 5-129: Knit from body chart, continuing to purl the stitch following each marker. On the last round, 
remove the markers, but attach a bit of colored yarn or a removable (safety pin-style) marker to indicate the 
beginning of round side if desired. (You can tell where the beginning of round is by finding the tail of the cast on 
or by looking for the little jog in the pattern, so a marker is not strictly necessary, but may be convenient.) 
Round 130: Knit to within 6 stitches of the beginning-of-round marker. Place the next 12 stitches on a piece of 
waste yarn that is long enough so that you can tie the ends together. Place the remaining stitches on a separate 
piece of waste yarn or a spare needle and set aside. Work two sleeves according to the following instructions. 
 

Sleeves (make two): 

Using the smaller needles, cast on 100 stitches in red. Place your unique stitch marker to identify the beginning 
of the round. Join for circular knitting, making sure you have not twisted the stitches on the needles.  
Knit 25 rounds of 1x1 ribbing.  
 
Change to black and the larger sized needles and begin knitting from the sleeve chart. 
NOTE: the bottom row of the chart actually represents the last round of the ribbing. Do not knit it again.  
Round 1: In stockinette, increase 24 stitches as follows: 
(k 17, M1, k 16, M1, k17 M1) two times (106 stitches) 
Rounds 2 & 3: Knit even (no increases or decreases). 
Round 4: Slip marker, p1, complete the round. This purl stitch at the underarm will serve as a “fake seam”. From 
now on, purl the stitch immediately following the marker. This will reduce the appearance of the jog as you finish 
one round and begin the next. (106 stitches) 
Rounds 5-147: Knit from sleeve chart, continuing to purl the stitch at the underarm. 
 
Round 130: Knit to within 6 stitches of the beginning-of-round marker. Place the next 12 stitches on a piece of 
waste yarn that is long enough so that you can tie the ends together. 
 

Upper Body and Sleeve Caps: 
The upper body and sleeve caps are to be knitted together on the same needle, much as you would knit a 
bottom-up raglan sweater. Begin by returning the body stitches to a long circular needle (40-47”/ 100-120 cm). 
Note that the row numbering for the sleeve caps has been altered to match the row numbers for the body.  
Round 131: Beginning at the end of row 130 of the body, knit across the first sleeve, pm,  then knit across the 
body to within 6 stitches of the next marker, pm. Slip the next 12 stitches to a piece of waste yarn that is long 
enough so that you can tie the ends together. Knit across the second sleeve, pm, knit across the body, pm. 



Rounds 132-188: Continue knitting body and sleeves together, following the charts. Where decreases are 
indicated, k2 or 3 together before the marker and ssk or sssk after the marker for mirrored increases.  
Round 189 (Sleeve Caps only): You will knit the last few rows of the sleeve caps flat. Knit across the first sleeve 
cap, turn.  
Rounds 190-192: Complete these rows of the sleeve cap only, continuing to knit flat and following the chart. 
Break yarn, leaving a tail long enough to sew the top of the sleeve cap to the top of the armscye.  
Round 189: Join yarn and knit across the body, following the chart. Knit the second sleeve cap flat as instructed 
for rounds 189-192. Continue knitting across the second half of the body.  
Round 190 (Body only): Cast on 6-8 steek stitches and knit across the first half of the body. Cast on 6-8 steek 
stitchs and continue knitting the second half of the body. 
Rounds 191-204: Continue knitting the body according to the chart.  
Round 205: Knit to front neck opening (50 sts). Place next 39 stitches on a piece of waste yarn. Cast on 6-8 steek 
stitches and continue knitting in the round. 
Rounds 206-213: Continue knitting in the round, following the chart.  
Round 214: Begin shoulder shaping. You can either knit these last rows flat or use short-row shaping as you 
choose.  
Round 218 (Back) Begin back neck shaping. If you are still knitting in the round and using short rows for the 
shoulder shaping, you can cast on steek stitches here. Otherwise, it’s probably easiest to simply slip the back 
neck stitches onto a piece of waste yarn.  
Rounds 219-223: Complete body according to chart.  
 

Finishing 
Graft the underarm stitches together.  
Secure and cut the armscye steeks and sew the top of the sleeve caps into the armscyes.  
Sew (or graft, if you used short row shaping for the shoulders) the shoulder seams. 
Secure and cut the neck steeks.  
Using red yarn and the smaller needle size, pick up stitches from one shoulder seam to the neck, knit across the 
live stitches of the neck opening, pick up stitches to the shoulder seam, then down to the neck opening. Knit 
across the live stitches of the neck, then pick up stitches to the first shoulder seam. Be sure you have an even 
number of stitches. Knit in 1x1 ribbing for ¾” (2 cm).  
 
Weave in ends and secure steek stitches on the inside.   
 

©2013 by #define design  
http://yarnscraps.blogspot.com/ 

You may make sell or give away finished sweaters made from this pattern. You may also adapt the charted design to other 
projects and may produce derived patterns from the colorwork pattern. Any pattern derived from this one must also be 

distributed without charge. Please do not redistribute this pattern by any means without prior permission from the author.  
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